
Mystery Composer Group 
Secondary March/April Group Week, 2026

ALL ANSWERS SHOULD BE TYPED on a separate piece(s) of paper.  Include 
your name and date on the top right side of your assignment.


Start work on your written assignment now.  Do not wait until the last minute!  


DUE the week of April 27th at your private lesson.


Middle School Group

Written Assignment


1.  Read the stories of the ballets Swan Lake  and The Nutcracker.  Complete the worksheet found on 
the last page of each story.


2. Write a 2 paragraph essay on following questions.  Use complete sentences and a minimum of 100 
words.  Do you think ballet music should stand on its own without dancers?   Why or why not? 


3. Read the excerpts from Tchaikovsky’s dairy about his trans-Atlantic crossing to conduct a concert at 
Carnegie Hall.  List 3 impressions you had while reading these.


4. How would you feel if I reacted to your playing of your recital piece like Tchaikovsky’s teacher did 
upon receiving the manuscript of the Piano Concerto #1?  Use complete sentences in your answer.


High School Group

Written Assignment


5.  Read the stories of the ballets Swan Lake  and The Nutcracker.  Complete the worksheet found on 
the last page of each story.


6. Write a 3 paragraph essay on following questions.  Use complete sentences and a minimum of 175 
words.  Do you think ballet music should stand on its own without dancers?   Why or why not? 


7. Read the excerpts from Tchaikovsky’s dairy about his trans-Atlantic crossing to conduct a concert at 
Carnegie Hall.  List 4 impressions you had while reading these.


8. How would you feel if I reacted to your playing of your recital piece like Tchaikovsky’s teacher did 
upon receiving the manuscript of the Piano Concerto #1?  Use complete sentences in your answer.




Mystery Composer Group 
Secondary March/April Group Week, 2026

Aural Assignment- both Middle and High School


1.  Listen to the three selections for piano, Op. 39.  Pick one. (write the name of it with your answer)  
Do you think the music matches the title?  Does this sound like “childhood” do you?  Why?


2.  Listen to the two recordings of Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto #1, first movement.  One has a good 
balance between piano and orchestra, the other does not.  Have you heard this before?  Which do you 
find is the best to listen to? Why?  (


3.  After listening to each of the clips of Swan Lake and Sleeping Beauty, describe two ways they are 
different.  You might consider how the dance matches the music or compare the melodies or describe 
your emotions as you listen. 


4.  The Nutcracker.  The ballet that Tchaikovsky did not like but has become a standard across the 
Western World at Christmas.

	 a)  Have you danced in or attended a production of the Nutcracker?  If so, did you listen to these 
three clips with anticipation or dislike?

	 b)  Watch and listen to the two different versions of the Chinese Dance from the Nutcracker.  
Which version actually tells the story of the ballet?  Which one has a complete story on its own?  Which 
version do you like the best?

	 c)  There are so many different versions of how to stage the Nutcracker.  The scene with the fight 
between the Mouse King and his troops against the Nutcracker Prince and his troops is a prime example.  
Do you feel the choreography  of this particular version fits the music as well as moving the story 
forward?


5.  Listen to Marche Slav  and the Romeo and Juliet Overture.  Pick one and draw me a picture 
describing what the music is telling you.   OR.  Draw a chart of the form, i.e. A-B-A or A-B-B-A-C or 
whatever it might be.  Romeo and Juliet has 3 major themes which match different characters while 
Marche Slav has 4 different thematic elements primarily based on three Serbian Folk tunes and the 
Russian national anthem “God Save the Tsar”.


6.  The 1812 Overture.  There are four examples for your listening assignment, two of which are just the 
Finale and the other two the complete Overture.  Does listening to just the Finale bring as much emotion 
as does listening to the entire Overture?  What sets this particular composition apart from all others?


